Although it was the experiences from World War I that resulted in the recognition of a need for the improved management of patients with spinal cord injury (SCI), it was the urgency of planning for the second major conflict that resulted in the develop This new national centre for Scotland is nearing completion and will provide accom modation for 48 patients together with all necessary facilities for acute management through to rehabilitation. The unit will provide ventilatory support and includes a dedicated operating theatre and rehabilita tion facilities including a swimming pool and a fully equipped wheelchair sports field.
Transport of patients has not been ne glected. The unit will provide a helicopter landing pad with night landing facilities capable of receiving the largest commercial and military helicopters and situated close to Glasgow International Airport. Dedi cated ambulance transport is being provided by the Scottish Ambulance Service. The unit will serve all of Scotland including the Highlands & Islands and therefore good helicopter and fixed wing facilities are es sential.
The important change from the existing arrangements is that the new national unit is now situated within a large teaching hospital and has been built adjacent to the world renowned Institute of Neurological Scien ces. Patients will have access to the most modern investigative facilities of neuroradi ology and neurophysiology and on site there is a comprehensive range of all the special ties which may contribute to care of the SCI patient.
The opportunity for research has not been 
